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Pine Mountain Middle School
Syllabus 2016-2017
                          8th Grade English Language Arts
                                          Advanced Content
Teacher Contact Information:
Eighth Grade Team Blog: http://pmms8ela.weebly.com/
	Teacher Name
	Teacher Email

	Stephanie Estes

Linda Hutzler
	Stephanie.Estes@cobbk12.org

Linda.Hutzler@cobbk12.org


Units of Study:
	1st Semester
	2nd Semester

	Literary and Informational Text
	Literary and Informational Text

	Informative/Explanatory/Argumentative Writing
	Informative/Explanatory/Argumentative Writing


Grade Distribution:

As determined by the county policy, the grading scale will be: 





A (90-100%), B (80-89%), C (74-79%), D (70-73%), and F (0-69%)

Reading Informational Text and Reading Literary Text & Language Standards:

45%            

· Key Ideas and Details (GSE RI/RL1-3, 10)
· Craft and Structure (GSE RI/RL4-6, 10)
· Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (GSE RI/RL7-9, 10)
· Knowledge of Language (GSE L3)

· Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (GSE L4-6)

Writing & Language Standards:






45%

· Text Types and Purpose (GSE W1-3, 10)
· Production and Distribution of Writing (GSE W4-6, 10)
· Research to Build and Present Knowledge (GSE W7-9, 10)
· Conventions of Standard English (GSE L1-2)

· Knowledge of Language (GSE L3)

· Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (GSE L4-6)

Speaking/Listening & Language Standards:  (GSE SL1-6 & L1, L3-6)


10%

Text/Resources:  Reader’s Journey (Prentice Hall), Reality Central (Pearson), Literature (McDougal Littell), and a variety of workbooks and novel sets
Help Sessions:  ELA morning help sessions are available from 8:30-9:05 a.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of each month. ELA afternoon help sessions are available from 4:20-4:55 on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. Additional appointments may be made with individual teachers.   

Homework Policy:  Class assignments that are not finished in class are to be completed for homework and submitted at the beginning of class the next day.  
Late Work Policy:  It is the student’s responsibility to make up missed work.  Pursuant to Cobb County policy, homework that is one day late may receive at least 50%.  
Grade Recovery Policy:   For major assignments and tests, students will be eligible to improve a grade if they provide the following items to their ELA teachers at a help session:

· For major writing assignments, students will provide evidence of the writing process (draft and revisions).

· For major assessments, students will submit a letter on which they explain how and what they plan to study for an alternate test on the same subject.  
Advanced Content Classes: For students in the advanced content ELA classes, the course is differentiated in content, pacing, process skills, and expectation.  Curriculum content has been designed for mastery and extension of state and district standards.  The district has established criteria and guidelines that identify students who will be successful with the advanced curriculum.  Students must meet continuation criteria to remain in the class.  *Students must maintain an 80 to remain in the advanced content classes.      
Disclaimer:  This syllabus is subject to change in order to accommodate the needs of the students; students will be notified of changes. 
